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AURA NOTE PREMIER
ONE-BOX SYSTEM £1,500
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Richard Black discovers Aura’s Note Premier
all-in-one, a complete system that’s just
become our favourite one-box solution

ust a couple of issues
ago, we reviewed a
group of one-box hi-fi
systems, concluding
that the best of the breed can give
performance worthy of the ‘hi-fi’ tag.
And still they come: here’s another
such unit, the Note Premier, bearing
the brand name Aura, but made in
Korea by April Music.

Aura may ring bells if you've a
good memory: it was a UK brand
some 15 or so years ago and the
name has been bought-up by a

66  HifiChoice AUGUST 2010

Japanese concern which passed
manufacturing to April, but brought
back British industrial designer
Kenneth Grange to provide a certain
look to the kit.

Smart and compact

And the looks are certainly striking.
The front panel is dominated by a
mirror-finish stainless steel panel
with a simple display and what looks
like a black grille sitting beneath —
it’s actually the heatsink for the
power amplifier stage. The top has
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3 DETAILS
PRODUCT:

Aura Note Premier
ORIGIN: Japan/
Korea

TYPE: One-box
hi-fi system
WEIGHT: 8kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
278x96x278mm
FEATURES:

° Outputs:
loudspeaker
terminals;
headphone socket
(6.3mm); preamp
© Rated power: 50
watts

© USB playback:
MP3; WMA; 0GG
© USB recording:
128kbps MP3

4 or8ohm
matching
DISTRIBUTOR:
Vivid Audio
TELEPHONE:
01403782221
WEBSITE:
auradesign.co.jp

ODE

more stainless steel and a thick
sliding-glass door over the top-
loading transport. Top-loaders are
rather deluxe, we reckon. Yes, there’s
the puck to put in place, but that
becomes second nature after one’s
played a couple of discs, and frankly
it’s all a much nicer experience than
trays or slot-loaders, and quicker, too.

Feature-packed

And just as much to the point, this
transport saves quite a lot of internal
space. That's important because the
Note Premier (there was once a
plain Note, by the way, though it
hardly made it into the UK) is small
and includes a lot of features. CD,
obviously, but also FM and AM radio,
but no DAB (worldwide, rather few
countries apart from the UK are
going for that in a big way and
internet radio may well prove more
of an issue).

There are also two line inputs, an
optical digital input and two USB
sockets, one each of A-type and
B-type. The former is for USB
memory sticks and iPods, while the
latter connects to a computer,
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allowing digital streaming of audio feed a slaved system in a second
including the aforementioned O room. Connections are completed by
internet radio. a proper 6.3mm headphone socket.

Twin USB sockets like that is still a Aura emphasises ease of use in its
rarity, but it does mean the Note publicity for the Note Premier and

p I 2 IN'WHAT MIGHT % a A o

Premier is significantly more flexible  roetobethe we've no quibble with that. With so
than most of its breed, ready for medium’s twilight many features on offer, it’s still
pretty much any kind of computer ;f‘aa'?e: mz:‘::ve completely straightforward to
music duty. It will even copy tracks expect tofind many operate the unit and the rather

from CD to a USB stick, as MP3 files new technological bland-looking display tells you all
(128Kkbps). Even better, it will record ~ breakthroughs. The you need to know, simply and

from radio. Result! Even though ?;ﬁm:,"?;t?gmn legibly. About the only time one

128k MP3 is not the highest of the Note Premier, might wish for something fancier is
high-fidelity, it would be churlish not h"‘"e‘;;;’igsﬁes that  when playing MP3 or WMA files (not
to herald this as the first ‘hi-fi’ FM e",‘,’::;ef hi-fi WAV, incidentally) from a USB stick,
tuner capable of recording. Why did tuners always as these tend to scroll across — but
it take so long? Video recorders needed fiddly bits one can generally see enough at
. — coils, resonators, 5 A
included a tuner almost from the adjustable once to work out what it being played.
year dot, but we waited over half a components - as

i i wellas integrated 133 iy L e
century frgm the inception (éf FM to O Th|s isa pOSltIVEI\/
get a combined tuner/recorder. operation, which

Thank you, Aura. iswhy the FM/AM inspil’ing pl’OdUCt au

Oh, yes, there’s an amplifier, too. tuner section in other . .
It’s a straightforward linear one with ﬂt{:m’;ﬁ?;ﬁlﬁg’e round ’ ShOWIng ] ust

a MOSFET output (the original Aura  maybe, than itwas what can be achieved

amps used something similar) and afewyears ago, but

= If? bt s )1 silveymuchbigzer N @ budget.”

it's fed by a linear power supply; so than the single

those who stay awake at night integrated circuit

fretting about switching circuits in :l‘latthdoezr‘:(riarf"uuy Physical assembly of the Note

their audio signal chain can sleep the Nitv; Bremise. Premie.r is wor_thy of mention as Ait’s
easy. It’s rated at 50 watts, though Achieving complete, exceptionally ingenious. It’s not just
that’s into a low-impedance load and ~ adjustmentfree,iM  the way the circuit boards are

. 3oy and AM reception R

in normal 8-ohm terms it’s good for onasingle chipis arranged inside — Nagra mastered
about 35 watts. A preamplifier quite something. that art in the 1960s - but the case

output allows you to hook up a more L’:’Ic;afgrt :":: market  agsembly is unusually well thought
powerful power amp if you really in-tar entertainmentt  OU £00. As for the electronic
feel the need, or perhaps more likely, components, they're good quality

CONNECTIONS

Class 1
Laser product

[ 3P:¢

ACINPUT | 5

Aura

(Siessisetond U ILES CP1004C0519V2,

Speaker i Pi Two line i FM inputis Opticalinput could serve USB socket for computer
0:......-. insidewi O hances flexibil 0 -jackat thesside) US-style connector for DAB, Freevi 0 on

rather thinwire stickon sid;)

>
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REVIEW

AURA NOTE PREMIER

HIDDEN TECH

Texas Instruments PCM2704 USB
DAC and Cirrus Logic 192kHz DAC

ONE-BOX SYSTEM £1,500

e FM/AM tuner

or' LogicCS3 L

and in some places quite novel,
notably the radio stage. Almost all
hi-fi tuners of recent vintage use a

USBinput/output foriPod control
and MP3 viamemory stick

achieved in a small space on a
budget which, yes, is bigger than
that for most all-in-ones, but still

o Top-loading CDtransport

50 WPC Hitachi |162/K1058
MOSFET push-pullamp circuit

bought-in module to do most of modest compared with any decent ?&‘f\'pﬁnss
the work, but this product takes combination of amp, CD player,
integration to the next level and uses  tuner, DAC... I:;%mggﬁ for
a single-chip radio circuit from NXP What, perhaps, impressed us most the Note Premier
Semiconductors, putting the radio of all was the sheer impact of the is the Arcam Solo
functions on the main circuit board sound. It’s not vastly powerful, m‘u::'e’::f;gmm
and saving a couple of cubic inches though momentary peaks can exceed  power output (in
in the process. USB functions are the continuous power output by a practice), pretty
handled by the usual integrated factor of nearly 2:1. Even so, it took ::'l'"‘l:;:::;“ﬁ;“'
c.ircuit and a good-quality DAC chip a real grip on our Bowers and A,,‘weﬁk,:the'
sits at the heart of things for all Wilkins’ 803S speakers (and on the Solo Mini, soisthe
digital sources. ATC and small JBL models we tried ::;::;i‘z‘;f“a",
) it with), producing the kind of Well, for one "’:i',.g
2010’s biggest bargain visceral bass you simply don’t expect itlooksa lot more
As always, such technical and from affordable audio. m’;’:;p‘::mm
aesthetic prowess is worth little if This is really not so much to do isa little dowdy by
the sound’s uninspiring. Happily that ~ with extension as with precision, but ~ comparison.
proved not to be the case here. In it does, of course, make the bass feel A ﬁgu“s!::llln:t
fact, we'd go so far as to say that this ~ deeper and at the same time bring§ bit more polished
is a positively inspiring product all out the quality of the Tow frequencies ~ andassuredinits
round, showing just what can be - whether they originate from handling of any
recording, giving
. more detail, more
low-frequency
TECH LABS extension and
isi d
RESULTS AT A GLANCE e abtya moie
exciting listen.
Exs:g;;‘;’f" TR e e s = There’salso
2 Socmrme e Mk
= ures: the Arcam
A";erffﬁ has more line inputs
average > but the Aura’s twin
Poor 8 2 5 £ USB sockets are
big plus and the
DYNAMIC FREQUENCY DISTORTION: DYNAMIC JITTER: - o
POWER: RESPONSE. Inthemidhanda  RANGE: hereisjustalitle  one-touch recording
Auraquotes Vialineinputs, superb0.001per  Noiseislow evidenceofjitterin clinchesit. Each
50 watts, but responseiswithin ~ cent isachieved,  from bothline heoutp is its
into8ohms 0.5dBofflatfrom  thoughthisrises  inputsand (CDplayersection, asking price.
thecontinuous ~ 20Hzto20kHz,  alittleinthebass ~ CD/digitalin, whilethedigital
deliveryis whichismore andnoticeablyin  ensuringawide  inputsseem
about 35W thanadequate thetreble dynamicrange veryimmune
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something tuned (double bass,
piano, organ) or percussive, and
how they propagate and decay.

That finding was consistent across
the various sources on offer and it’s
clear that the amplifier part of the
Note Premier is also very assured in
the high frequencies. There’s a little
more variation high up between
sources, with CD sounding very open
while the optical and USB inputs are
just a little less revealing in the top
octave or two. That’s the USB
computer connection we're talking
about - the side-mounted socket for
memory sticks and portable players
is limited by the fact that it only
accepts data-compressed formats,
but it still makes the most of such
hamstrung sources.

The tuner naturally lacks a little of
the CD player’s sparkle, but we have
to say we're very impressed with it.
By the standards not only of
all-in-one systems, but also of recent
standalone tuners, it is very clean-
sounding even with less-than-perfect
radio signals from an indoor aerial.
Fed from a proper rooftop antenna,
receiving a good broadcast on BBC
Radio 3 or 4, it sounds unusually
open and free of reception ‘nasties’,
with good imaging and detail.

Gung-ho

We won'’t pretend that this is the
be-all-and-end-all of audio. For a start,
the lack of power does eventually
make itself felt and if you like
listening really loud on insensitive
speakers, it’s obviously going to fall
short. We concede that imaging
might be just a shade more extended
and precise (Mozart string quintets
showed this up) and that the
presentation may be a little more
gung-ho than one might wish for.
Still, the opposite of that would be
of far more concern and, in general,
there’s so much going for this unit
that we can really only recommend
it very highly. @

OUR VERDICT

SOUND QUALITY
fofloSoSo8o!

VALUE FOR MONEY

LIKE: Superbly featured,
withsound thattranscends
bothpriceand size

DISLIKE: Possiblya shade

* Kk k ** overexcitableattimesand
BUILD QUALITY treble’s notalways pure
Yo Y WESAY:Overall, weadored
[ it hislitlegem. Wsvery |
SPECIFICATIONS  capableandisajoytouse
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